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A few days later the Ambassador came to see me, talked
pleasantly on several subjects, and rose to go. I asked him
if he had any answer to make from his government to my
request, and when he said no, I informed him that in such
event it was useless to wait as long as I had intended, and
that Dewey would be ordered to sail twenty-four hours in
advance of the time I had set. He expressed deep appre-
hension, and said that his government would not arbitrate.
However, less than twenty-four hours before the time I
had appointed for cabling the order to Dewey, the Em-
bassy notified me that his Imperial Majesty the German
Emperor had directed him to request me to undertake the
arbitration myself. I felt, and ptiblicly expressed, great
gratification at this outcome, and great appreciation of the
course the German Government had finally agreed to take.
Later I received the consent of the German Government
to have the arbitration undertaken by The Hague Tribunal,
and not by me.

At that time there was in New York as German Consul-
General a very able and agreeable man, Dr. Buenz, a na-
tive of Holstein. He was intimate with a, friend and then
neighbor of mine, Mr. A. W. Callisen, whose father was
born in Schleswig, and who, incidentally, was and is exact-
ly as straight an American as I am. Mr. Callisen intro-
duced Dr. Buenz to me; and I found the doctor an excep-
tionally well informed man about American matters and
indeed about world affairs generally. He was at my house
on several occasions, and I discussed many things with him,
including the German and American navies. I had, how-
ever, no idea that he had any knowledge whatever of this
phase of the Venezuelan affair until after your book ap-
peared. Mr. Callisen happened to read it, was much inter-
ested in the part referring to Venezuela, and wrote to a
friend of his, Mr. Ambrose C. Eichardson, of Buffalo, a
letter running in part as follows:

" <A Chapter of Diplomacy' (Mr. Thayer's account) in-
terested me greatly, all the more as I knew Dr. Holleben